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I told you, on misinformation at Eichmond, that Lord
Macartney had got the Government of Madras. The election
is not over yet.

I cannot tell you a syllable more than you see in the
public papers. We are thanking,, or accusing, or abusing
with our usual judgement I say, as was the way formerly,
the accused should ciy: 'I appeal to a General Council.'

I was diverted at the French astonishment at Lord Pom-
fret's being of the Bedchamber; in truth he had resigned,
but Lord O.1 has not, nor Lord Bolinbroke: two names
that were not formerly worn by lunatics. I proposed last
year, but it was too reasonable and too cheap a plan to be
adopted, that the few who remain in their senses should
be shut up in Bedlam, and all the rest be at liberty.
Perhaps it was not accepted because the majority do not
like liberty. Accordingly they are now humoured and sent
to the Tower,, instead of to Moorfields. Adieu!

2119.   To THE REV. WILLIAM COLE.

Berkeley Square, Nov. 30,1780.

I AM sorry, my dear Sir, that you should be so humble
with me your ancient friend, and to whom you have ever
been so liberal, as to make an apology for desiring me to
grant the request of another person. I am not less sorry
that I shall not, I fear, be able to comply with it; and you
must have the patience to hear my reasons. The first
edition of the Anecdotes was of three hundred, of the two
first volumes; and of as many of the third volume, and of
the volume of Engravers. Then there was an edition of
three hundred of all four. Unluckily I did not keep any
number back of the two first volumes, and literally have
none but those I reserved for myself. Of the other two
1 The Earl of Orford, And, as the late Duke
